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Tre ibs  and Lunge have r epor t ed  [1] the p repa ra t ion  of 1 -aza-3 ,6 -d icyanocyc lohep tane-4 ,5 -d ione  (III) by 
condensation of f l , f l - iminodipropiont t r i le  (I) with diethyl oxalate  (II): 
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However,  in addition to a b road  singlet  centered  at 9.0 ppm (ZH, OH), only two t r ip le t s  at 3.71 and 2.73 
ppm (J=6.5 Hz) and a s ingtet  at  4.09 with re la t ive  intensi t ies  of two protons each were  obtained in the PMR 
s p e c t r u m  of the condensation product  (which we synthes ized by the Tre ibs  - L a n g e  method and was c h a r a c t e r -  
ized by the s a m e  phys icochemiea l  constants  as those p resen ted  in [1] for  III); these  s ignals  consti tute unam- 
biguous evidence for  the p resence  of t h ree  methylene groups,  two of which a r e  d i rec t ly  bonded to one another.  
Consequently,  the conclusion of T re ibs  and Lunge rega rd ing  the fo rmat ion  of III as a r e su l t  of Dieckmann con- 
densation of I and I I  is e r roneous ,  inasmuch as in this case  the PiVIR s p e c t r u m  should contain signals of the 
protons of two isolated methylene groups,  an imino group, and a methyl idyne group. In fact ,  dimethyl  oxalate  
acy la tes  only one methylene group arid the imino group in I to give N- ( f l - cyanoe thy l ) -3 -hyd roxy -4 -cyano -3 -  
py r ro l i n -2 -one  (IV), the s t r u c t u r e  of which is in comple te  a g r e e m e n t  with the spec t roscop ic  data. 
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